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We must deal with racial issues head on

E PERE — In the
Dpast couple of weeks,

we have heard many
opinions regarding the
racial issues here in our
community. Adults sharing
their thoughts about racial
issues that are front-page
news is not new to us.

We need to find a positive
force in our community ...
someone who can help this
community start to deal
with these issues head on.

In a meeting recently
with a representative from
our school district, we
were shocked to be in-
formed that our school be-
lieves in a “gray area” in
regards to using racial
slurs. We find that unac-
ceptable that our son feels
that he does not have a
voice, that his concerns are
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his alone. Allowing a “gray
area” sends a message that
some racism is acceptable.
Is this the message we
want to send to our area
youth?

We want the community
as a whole, to eliminate the
“gray areas” and find
racism to be unacceptable
in any situation. We need
to start asking where our
priorities are. Are our chil-
dren important to us? Is
our community worth it?
Do our children have to go
to school with the idea that

they cannot
change these
issues, that
there is no
one who will
help them?
Who are
being told
that racism is not a “big
problem” in this communi-
ty? That using racial slurs
gets a slap on the hand, and
defending yourself gets
you a harsher punishment?

Our responsibility to our

youth is to teach them’self-’

respect and integrity; {6 Te-
spect others and to be ac-
countable for their deci-
sions.

There is a program in
this community that helps
parents of young men re-
inforce those values. My
Brother’s Keeper, is a

strong, positive resource
in our community.

Harry and Madonna Syd-
ney are striving to help the
boys in our community be-
come strong young men —
not just the boys who are
minorities, or the students
that the school thinks they
have to target as the trou-
blemakers, the kids that
they think may get into
trouble.

THis program is for all
boys. including boys who
could be labeled as having

“good grades, are popular,

outgoing and, yes, being
“good old boys.”

The crime in this com-
munity is being committed
by many. We debate racism
in this community, but are
not talking enough about
the one thing that can be

the biggest part of a solu-
tion ... we need to start
with our youth.

This program is de-
signed to encourage the
positive choices that our
young men make on a
daily basis. It offers out-
side support to young men
at a time in their lives
when negative choices are
easier to make.

As parents of three boys,
our hope is that area
school districts will adapt
their curriculum to in-
clude these values. As a
community, that is some-
thing that we all want our
young people to learn ...
not just the minorities.

Andy Larmay is a welder and Dyan
Larmay is a stay-at-home mom. The
Larmay family lives in De Pere.




